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<Abstract>

A Characteristic of Governmental System of
Thai Constitution in 1997

Ryu, Si-Jo

Thailand is a constitutional monarchy where the king has many
prerogatives as Head of the State. Between 1932 and 1997, Thailand
had 15 constitutions and 17 military coups. On 2 July 1995, Thailand,
after having abolished absolute monarchy 60 years ago, had the first
"real” parliament elections where the military had no right to veto
successful candidates. The latest constitution was adopted by
parliament in 1997 after extensive public consultation. It mainly tries
to get 1rid of vote-buying and also introduces proportional
representation for some seats, establishes an independent election
commission. The new constitution further requires all cabinet
members to resign their parliamentary seats. Senators will be elected
rather than royally nominated. Thai goverment system in 1997 is
fundamentally parliamentary cabinet system, but it”s transformational
dual one. Especially we can conclude that a characteristic of
governmental system of Thai Constitution in 1997 is a leading
constitutional monarchy where King leads substanrionally general

affairs of state.
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