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The Movement for Greek Independence from Turkey began in 1821, and 

next year, 1822, the first constitution was created with 110 short articles. The 

civil war of Greece as well as interventions of foreign powers, however, had 

the Greeks invite a foreigner to become king of Greece(1833~1843). Then, 

the resistance to the king's autocracy resulted in constitutional absolute 

monarchy and bicameral system(1843). In succession, the first period of 

democratic monarchy(1864~1922) took the one chamber system in the 

constitutions of 1864 and 1911, while in the second period of democracy 

(1924~1935), the bicameral was taken again in the constitution of 1927, 

which was organized with the parliament as a center, the cabinet being 

completely attached to it. On the support of the king who returned again to 

Greece from banishment, I. Metaxas pronounced dictatorship, the constitution 

of 1911 being renewed, while the bicameral abrogated. The autocratic 

government kept going on until the Germans invaded Greece in the 2nd 

World War.

After the retreat of the Germans in the autumn of 1944 and the successive 

civil war between the right and the left, the new constitution of 1952 was 

established, the second period of democratic monarchy (1952~1967) being 

based upon this. Then, the military coup of Papadopoulos resulted in 
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autocratic government(1963~1974). 

The third period of democracy(1974) initiated the constitution of 1975, 

which revived that of 1952, while abrogating absolutely kingship(1974.12.8). 

Afterwards, in 1986 a new revision of constitution was done. The 

constitution of the parliament as a center was realized by the revision both of 

1975 and 1986, under the agreement of almost all the political parties. In 

succession, the 79 articles were amended in the constitution of 2001 which 

was approved by the 4/5 members of the parliament. It refers to the 

functional reorganization of parliament and the reinforcement of local 

autonomy. 

Nowadays, the Greek parliament is consisted of 300 members of 4 year's 

appointment. The local constituencies are 56 and the nationwide is 1 in 

number, 288 members being elected by the former, while 12 members by the 

latter with priority in order from the nationwide network of list. 

The Greeks took a complicate, reinforced system of proportional 

representation, minority parties being contracted. Even if the first party does 

not obtain majority votes, it could get majority numbers of parliament. That 

is, Obtaining 41% votes of local constituencies as well as absolute majority 

of 151 members affords the first party be created. The purpose of this law is 

to consolidate the stability of government. 

The principal political parties are two, that is, ND (Nea Kimokratia[New 

Democracy]) and ‘PASOK (Panellinio Sosialistiko Kinima[Panhellenic 

Socialistic Movement])’. There are also KKE (Kommounistiko Komma 

Ellados [Communistic Party of Greece]), SY.RIZ.A (Synaspismos 

Rizospastikis Aristeras (Association of Radical Left]) and LA.O.S (Laikos 

Orthodoxos Synagermos [Rally of Orthodox People]) as minority parties.     
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As sanctions against the member of parliament, anyone does not attend on 

the assembly more than five times in a month without reporting in advance,  

one thirtieth of salary is subtracted for every time. And, according to a 

recently made article in the constitution of 2001(ar.58), there are three 

grounds, that is, the absolute, relative and regional, which forbid to be 

candidates for the member of parliament. Quite interesting is the regional 

ground which refers to more or less high-ranking public officials. They can 

not be candidates in a constituency where they have been in appointment to 

an office during 18 month before being installed as members of parliament. 

Furthermore, in the same constitution of 2001(ar.57), additional occupations 

being forbidden for the member of the parliament are prescribed, as the 

status could be exploited for personal profits. They refer to the owner of 

personal enterprise, the staff of heavy responsibility for public research or 

enterprising organizations, or those for radio, television and newspaper being 

widely spread on all the country.

Key words : Greek constitution, Greek national assembly (boule), member of 

the national assembly (bouleutes), adminisration, legislation 


